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THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF SCIENTIFIC WORK 

W. S. Bayley 

The University of Illinois, like other state universities, has suf- 
fered from the distorted and bizarre reports that have found their 
way into the public press through the misdirected energy of college 
reporters. This is especially noticeable in connection with the scien- 
tific work of its faculty. Beciause the institution is supported by the 
people it is only proper that the results of the work done by the Uni- 
versity staff should become public property at the earliest possible 
moment. It is, however, desirable that this work be reported in 
such a way that its true significance may be appreciated. Under 
present conditions, when the progress or results of a piece of sci- 
entific research are reported to the public, the matter is often so 
written as to be mejiningless, or in such a way as to emphasize only 
the striking, unusual, or peculiar aspects of the subject. Often the 
painstaking labors of a conscientious worker are made to appear 
puerile, or even ridiculous, because the writer of the notice was 
completely ignorant of the meaning of the work reported upon and 
could see in it nothing of importance. To the layman who reads the 
usual newspaper descriptions of the scientific activities of the mem- 
bers of a university faculty, it must appear that these men and 
women spend most of their time in trivial experiments, perhaps for 
the mere purpose of seeing if they "will work". It must appear to 
such a reader that the state is wasting a lot of good money which 
might better be applied to some other use. 

It is to counteract such impressions in part that the Illinois chap- 
ter of Sigma Xi has recently authorized the appointment of an 
Editorial Committee whose duty it shall be to assure proper notices 
of the work of its members, and particular'ly to arrange that such 
notices shall be written so as to be understandable, that they shall set 
forth plainly the significance of the work, and if it is of such a 
character as to have practical applications, that these applications 
shall be indicated. 

It is appreciated by the members of the chapter that the chapter 
owes a duty to the institution at which it is located. It is hoped 
that this duty may be discharged in some measure by presenting 
to the public the results of the work done by the scientific corps 
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of the institution in such a manner as to protect it against the criti- 
cism of wasting its funds in the support of experimenters who ex- 
periment solely for the sake of experimentation. If it can be shown 
that the members of the university faculty are adding something of 
value to the world's knowledge and that at the same time they are 
reasonable members of society, the chapter will have justified its 
existence as a part of the university organization and will have 
helped to place the university in a proper light before the people 
who so generously furnish the funds for its support. 

The Illinois Committee is composed of fifteen members chosen 
from different departments of the University. It has elected as its 
chairman Dr. G. A. Miller of the department of mathematics. It 
is expected that each member of the Chapter from time to time will 
send, in duplicate, to the member of the Committee representing his 
department, a brief report of the progress of his investigations, ab- 
stracts of any addresses he may have given, and copies of any papers 
he may have published, together with a brief outline of their con- 
tents. One copy of these reports or abstracts will be sent to the 
chairman of the Committee to be used by him in writing an annual 
summary of the scientific work of the Chapter. The other copy 
will remain with the member receiving it and will be used as a 
basis for any statement he may be called upon to give to the press. 
All requests for information concerning the scientific activities of 
the members of the chapter will be referred to the Committee, and 
the members of the Chapter are requested to avoid talking with 
reporters about the scientific work of their colleagues. The reason 
for this is that chance remarks are apt to become distorted by the 
time they are enbalmed in type and afterwards their distortion can 
never be remedied. 

Whether or not the Committee will be able to perform satis- 
factorily the functions for which it was established will depend 
largely upon the attitude of the members of the Chapter. If they 
will aid the Committee by furnishing the desired information there 
is no question but that it will amply justify its existence. 



